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The Notebook of Mistakes
In most classrooms, a mistake is something to erase. But a scientist I visited last year keeps a different
notebook. On its cover, one word: MISTAKES.

Inside, she writes every experiment that failed — the date, what she expected, what happened, and one

the mountain," she said. "This notebook is the mountain."

from it. The clean page had erased not only my mistakes but also the moment I learned.

for you.

just an accident. With it, a mistake becomes a step.

So keep two notebooks, if you can. One for answers, and one for the road.

line about why she was wrong. She has kept it for twenty-two years. "My published papers are the top of

At first I thought it was a habit for scientists only. Then I remembered my own English notebook from

junior high. It was beautiful: every word spelled correctly, in red pen. And I remembered almost nothing

A right answer tells you where to stop. A mistake tells you where you are. When you write down "I thought

A, but it was B," you are drawing a small map of your own thinking — and no one else can draw that map

Of course, mistakes are not valuable by themselves. Repeating the same one for ten years is not a

mountain; it is a hole. The value comes from the one line at the end: why. Without that line, a mistake is
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