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The Year I Sat on the Bench
I joined the basketball team in my first year. I was not tall, not fast. For a whole year, I sat on the

bench and watched.

was kindness or truth.

teammates. Just one line.

captain said, "Your notebook made us a team."

The bench was not a waiting room. It was a seat with a view.

At first, I only counted the minutes. Then, one afternoon, our coach said something fo me on the way

home. "You see the game better than anyone on the court. You have time to look." I did not know if it

So I began to write. In a small notebook, I wrote what I saw: which player looked tired, which pass

came too late, when our team stopped talking. Before the next game, I read one line of it to my

In my third year, I played for eleven minutes in the last fournament. We lost. But after the game, our

People think growing means moving forward. Sometimes it means staying still long enough to see.
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I read one line of it to my teammates. Just one line, / — hIZBF. —F Bldsat on the
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