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Sixty Years of the Shinkansen

The Tokaido Shinkansen opened on October |, 1964 — only nine days before the Tokyo Olympic
Games.

At that time, the fastest regular trains in most countries ran at about |60 kilometers per hour. The
new Shinkansen ran at 210. It took about four hours from Tokyo to Shin-Osaka, and people called it
“the dream super express."

The line kept growing. In 1972 it reached Okayama, and in 1975 it reached Hakata in Kyushu. Later,
new lines went north, and in 2016 the Hokkaido Shinkansen crossed the sea to Hokkaido.

Speed was not the only goal. In sixty years the Shinkansen has carried billions of passengers, and
there has never been a passenger death from a derailment or a collision — the record the engineers
are most proud of.

Today the same trip takes about two and a half hours. The dream became a timetable. That may be

the quietest kind of progress.
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