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without hesitating, and the answer feels like a piece of knowledge. It is not one.

different rainbow.

to divide it with, and that is a fact about the person looking, not about the sky.

How many colours does a rainbow have? A great many people in Japan will answer seven
A rainbow is a continuous band of light. Each colour slides into the next, and nowhere along it
is there a line, a gap or an edge. Nothing in the sky divides the band into sections at all.
The dividing is done by language. Speakers of different languages have named different

numbers of bands in the very same arc of light. In some cultures the count has been five, in

others six, and in others as few as two or three. Nobody in any of those places is looking at a

A rainbow therefore does not possess a number of colours. It has as many as you have words

(159 words) (383%) continuous=Y ¥ND7%\ arc=9L - 7—F possess=F->T\5%
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