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Almost every map you have ever seen places north at the top. The arrangement feels natural,
and yet nothing in nature decides which direction should be up. Space has no ceiling and no

floor.

Older maps did not agree with one another. A number of early European maps placed east at
the top, because east was the direction associated with what was holy, and the word
"orientation” still carries a trace of that habit. Maps made elsewhere sometimes placed south

at the top instead.

The convention we use now spread later, with the compass. A magnetised needle settles
pointing north, and a chart drawn with north at the top could be laid beside the instrument
and read off directly. Sailors adopted it, printers followed, and schools taught it until it

stopped looking like a choice.

A map with south at the top is not upside down. It only looks that way fo us, and it looks that

way because of a habit that began with a piece of equipment.
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