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nature that says which way is up.

to compare with the needle.

that way because of a habit that came from a piece of equipment.

direction people thought of as holy. Some maps made in other places put south at the top.

Almost every map you have seen puts north at the top. It feels natural, but there is no rule in

Old maps did not agree. Some early European maps put east at the top, because that was the

The habit of putting north at the top spread later, when sailors began to use the compass. A

compass needle points north, so a map drawn with north at the top was easy to hold and easy

Space has no top and no bottom. A map with south at the top is not upside down. It only looks
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