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that was worth more than size.

and strange.

map protected, and what it let go.

fourteen times larger. The map is not broken. The map maker did not make a mistake.

Look at the world map on the wall. Greenland looks as big as Africa. But Africa is about

So every flat map gives something up. The Mercator map, drawn in 1569, gives up size. It

The Earth is round. Paper is flat. You cannot make a ball flat without stretching it or tearing

one straight line on it and follow that line with a compass across the whole ocean. To a ship,

So the question is not which map is right. No flat map is fully right. The question is what this

it. Try it with the peel of an orange. Press it down and it splits. Something always has to give.

stretches the land near the poles. In return, it keeps every direction right. A sailor could draw

Other maps make the trade the other way. They keep area true, and then the shapes look bent
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