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A big tree can weigh more than a car. Where does all that wood come from? Most people say
the soil. The tree stands in the ground, so it must eat the ground. It is a natural answer, and it

is wrong.

About 400 years ago, a doctor in Brussels named Van Helmont wanted to know. He put 90
kilograms of dry soil in a pot and planted a small willow tree of about 2 kilograms. For five
years he gave it only rainwater. Then he weighed everything again. The tree was 77

kilograms. The soil had lost only 57 grams.

So the wood did not come from the soil. Van Helmont said it came from the water. He was
wrong, too. About 150 years later, scientists found the real answer. Most of the wood comes

from a gas in the air, carbon dioxide. The leaves take it in and turn it into wood.

So look at a tree again. It did not grow out of the ground. It grew out of the air, and when the

wood burns, the air goes back.
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® . BARER% It did not grow out of the ground. It grew out of the air, and when the wood burns,
the air goes back.
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