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did the jom come from?

Scientists call this a phantom jam, a jam with no cause. One driver touches the brakes for a

the first driver is far away and never knows what happened.

In 2008, a team in Japan put 22 cars on a circle of road 230 meters around and asked the
drivers to keep a steady 30 kilometers per hour. Nobody stopped them, but within a few
minutes a jam appeared and moved backward around the circle at about 20 kilometers per

hour, just as on a real highway.

So in your next holiday jam, do not look for the accident. It is already gone. Keep a gap

instead. The driver who keeps a gap and a steady speed is the one who ends the wave.

You are on a highway during the holidays. The cars slow down and stop. Twenty minutes later,

the road is suddenly free. You look for an accident or road work, but there is nothing. Where

second. The driver behind reacts a little late and brakes a little harder. The next driver brakes
harder still. Each car stops a little longer than the car in front, and the stop moves backward

from car to car, like a wave. After twenty or thirty cars, the cars do not move at all. By then,
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7 Holiday highways are always crowded, so traffic jams cannot be avoided in any way.
4 Most traffic jams are caused by accidents, so there is always something at the front.
7 A jom can appear with no cause, and its first driver is long gone before you stop.

I If every driver on a highway keeps 30 kilometers per hour, jams will never happen.
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77 One driver brakes for a second, and each driver behind brakes a little harder.

4 A car at the front has an accident, so all the cars behind it have to stop and wait.

Y7 Road work closes one lane, and the cars must move into a single line of traffic.

I Fast cars pass slow cars again and again, so the spaces between cars become uneven.
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7 Thirty cars were placed on a 220-meter circle, and all of them stopped at once.
4 One driver braked hard on purpose, and the jam moved forward around the circle of road.
7 Half of the drivers slowed to 20 kilometers per hour, so the jam moved forward.
I Twenty-two cars kept 30 kilometers per hour, and a jom appeared and moved backward.
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7 Do not look for the accident. Keep a gap, because the driver who keeps one ends the wave.
41 Holiday highways are full of jams, so you should ftravel by train or bus instead of by car.

7 To get out of a jam quickly, drive as close to the car in front of you as you can.

I Drive to the front of the jam, find the accident that caused it, and report it to the police.
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B4XEXT% do not look for the accident. It is already gone. Keep a gap instead. The driver
who keeps a gap and a steady speed is the one who ends the wave.,
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