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old.

Greek word that means "to write."

and they lived on after the things changed.

do not laugh at the name. Ask what people believed when they made it.

A pencil has "lead" inside, but there is no lead in it. The black core is graphite, a soft form of

carbon. So why do we call it lead? The answer is a mistake that is about five hundred years

In the 1500s, people in the north of England found a large amount of a soft black mineral. It
was easy to cut, and it left dark marks on paper, so it was useful for writing and drawing.
Nobody knew what it was. Because it looked like lead, people called it "black lead." In the

| 700s, scientists found that it was not lead at all and gave it a new name, graphite, from a

The old name stayed in "pencil lead," and it is not alone. We "dial" a number on a phone that

has no dial. We "hang up" a call, but we hang nothing. These words were made for old things,

So a word can be a record of an old idea or an old tool. When a name does not match the thing,
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7 The lead in a pencil is a small amount, so the name is not really a mistake.
4 Graphite is easier to write with than lead, so it replaced lead in pencils.
7 Old names confuse people, so we should change a name when the thing changes.

I A name keeps the idea, or the mistake, of the people who made it.
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7 It was found near an old lead mine in the north of England, next to a river.
4 It was much heavier than lead and had a deep black color like coal.

7 It looked like lead, so people thought it was a kind of lead.

I It smelled like lead when people cut it into pieces for writing.
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7 From the name of the person who first found it.

4  From a Greek word that means "to write."

7 From the name of the place where it was found.

I From a Latin word that means "black."
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7 We should replace an old name with a new one as soon as the thing itself changes.

4 Words that do not match their things should be removed from dictionaries as soon as possible.
7 Scientists should study the history of words and correct every wrong name they find.

I  When a name does not match the thing, ask what people believed when they made it.
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