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Which mountain is the highest in the world? Everyone knows the answer: Mount Everest, about
8,850 meters above sea level. But the answer depends on where you start measuring, and

there are at least three good answers.

Mauna Kea, in Hawaii, rises only about 4,200 meters above the seaq, less than half the height
of Everest. But the mountain begins on the floor of the Pacific Ocean. From its base to its top,
it measures more than 10,000 meters. If you measure from the bottom, Mauna Kea is the

tallest mountain on Earth.

There is a third answer. The Earth is not a perfect ball; it is about forty kilometers wider
around the middle than from pole to pole. Chimborazo, in Ecuador, stands almost on the
equator. Its top is only about 6,300 meters above the sea, but it is the farthest point from the

center of the Earth, about two kilometers farther than the top of Everest.

So which is the highest? All three, and none of them. When someone says "the highest" or "the

best," ask a simple question before you agree: measured from where?
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7 Everest is the highest mountain above sea level, but its real height is a little lower than 8,850 meters.
4 The answer to "which mountain is the highest" depends on where you start measuring.
7 Mauna Kea became the most famous mountain in the world because it starts on the ocean floor.

I The Earth is not a perfect ball, so nobody can measure the height of a mountain correctly.
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7 It is about 4,200 meters above the sed, and even from the ocean floor it is only half as tall as Everest.

4 The sea around it is shallow, so the distance from its base to its top is much shorter than the full height of
Everest.

77 It is less than half as high as Everest above the sea, but it measures more than 10,000 meters from its base.

I It grows every year because of eruptions and will be higher than Everest above the sea someday.
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7 Its top is about 6,300 meters above the sea, higher than the top of Everest.

4 Itisin the southern hemisphere, so its height is measured in a different way from the mountains in the north.

77 Its top is covered with thick ice up to two kilometers higher than Everest.
I The Earth is about forty kilometers wider around the middle, and the mountain stands almost on the equator.
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7  Only Chimborazo can really be called the highest mountain in the world.

4 The height of a mountain should be measured from the sea, and other ways should not be accepted.

7 When you hear "the highest" or "the best," ask where it was measured from before you agree.

T

There is no highest mountain, so comparing the heights of mountains is meaningless.
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