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Which mountain is the highest in the world? Everyone knows the answer: Mount Everest, about

8,850 meters above the sea. But the answer depends on where you start measuring.

Mauna Kea, in Hawaii, rises only about 4,200 meters above the sea. That is less than half of
Everest. But the mountain starts on the floor of the ocean. From its base to its top, it is more

than 10,000 meters. Measured from the bottom, Mauna Kea is taller than Everest.

There is a third answer. The Earth is not a perfect ball. It is about forty kilometers wider
around the middle. Chimborazo, in Ecuador, stands almost on the equator. It is only about
6,300 meters above the sea, but its top is the farthest point from the center of the Earth,

about two kilometers farther than the top of Everest.

So which is the highest? All three, and none of them. When someone says "the highest" or "the

best," ask a simple question: measured from where?
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