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Take a sheet of paper and fold it in half. Do it again, and again. How many times can you fold

it? Most people stop at seven. Few people guess what comes next.

A sheet of copy paper is about one tenth of a millimeter thick. Each fold doubles the
thickness. After seven folds, the paper has |28 layers and is about as thick as a finger. The
eighth fold is hard because each fold also cuts the length in half, so the paper becomes short
and thick.

Now imagine that the paper could be folded forever. After twelve folds, it would be over forty
centimeters thick. A student in the United States actually did this in 2002, with a sheet more
than a kilometer long. After forty-two folds, the paper would be about 440,000 kilometers
thick. The Moon is about 380,000 kilometers away.

Our minds add. Doubling multiplies. When something doubles, do not guess with your feelings.

Count the doublings, and let the numbers surprise you.
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