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When a warning works, the disaster never arrives. That can make the warning look wrong.

In 1985, scientists found a hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica. The ozone layer blocks
part of the harmful light from the sun. Without it, more people would get skin cancer and crops

would grow badly.

The cause was a group of gases used in refrigerators and spray cans. In 1987, almost every

country agreed to stop making them. New chemicals replaced the old ones.

The hole did not close at once. Those gases stay in the air for decades. But by the 2000s it

had stopped growing, and scientists expect it to close around 2066.

Here is the strange part. Because the sky did not fall, some people came to believe the danger

was never real. The success of the agreement made it look unnecessary.

A prevented disaster leaves no photograph behind. When nothing happens, ask whether

nothing was ever going to happen, or whether someone made sure that it did not.
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