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Before the rain arrives, the air sometimes carries a smell. People call it the smell of rain. But

water itself has almost no smell.

Most of that smell comes from the ground. When the weather is dry, oils from plants collect on
soil and stones. At the same time, some bacteria in the soil make a substance called geosmin.

Both of them sit there and wait.

Then the first drops fall. Researchers say that a drop landing on dry ground traps a little air
under itself. The air escapes as tiny bubbles, and the bubbles carry the oils and the geosmin

up into the wind. What reaches your nose is not the rain. It is the ground.

Our noses are very good at finding geosmin. Scientists report that people notice it even when
the amount is extremely small. The smell is strongest after a long dry spell, because the oils

have had more time to collect.

So the smell of rain is not really the smell of rain. When we name a cause, we tend to choose
the part that is easiest to notice. Before you decide what caused something, look once at the

quiet thing that was already there.
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) . %I X% But water itself has almost no smell. ¥ ZE3EX¥%& What reaches your nose is not the
rain. It is the ground.,

o S 2% oils from plants collect on soil and stones ¥ some bacteria in the soil make a

) .

substance called geosmin,

3) - HE3ERSE traps a little air under itself. The air escapes as tiny bubbles, and the bubbles
carry the oils and the geosmin up into the wind,

® . =RERT% we tend to choose the part that is easiest to notice ¥ look once at the quiet
thing that was already there,
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