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stations in many other countries.

us walk over it and notice nothing.

gone, so the blocks speak in two ways at once.

blocks are so ordinary that they have become part of the pavement itself.

gradually losing his sight. The idea spread across Japan, and eventually to streets and

for blind children. Seiichi Miyake, who designed them, was trying to help a friend who was

Most people in Japan step on tactile paving every day without giving it a thought. The yellow

The two patterns are not decoration. A block covered with long bars tells the walker that the
safe route continues in that direction. A block covered with round dots tells the walker to stop
and pay attention, because a step, a road, or the edge of a platform lies just ahead. People

who cannot see read these patterns through their shoes, or through the tip of a white cane.

The blocks began in a single street. In 1967 they were first laid in Okayama, beside a school

The color does its own work. Bright yellow stands out for people whose sight is weak but not

Good design frequently behaves like this. It reaches the people who need it, while the rest of
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7 The two shapes carry different messages, and the feet can read them.

4 Tactile paving is a facility built for people who cannot see at all.

7 The bright yellow color was chosen for people with weak eyesight.

I The blocks were invented in Japan and later spread to other countries.
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7 Long bars warn people to stop, and round dots show the way ahead.
4 Both the bars and the dots show that the path ends at that point.

7 Long bars show the way ahead, and round dots warn people to stop.

I Long bars mark the edge of a platform, and round dots mark the stairs.
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7 In 1967 a railway company tried the blocks at a station in Tokyo.

4 In 1967 they were laid in Okayama for a friend who was losing his sight.

™7 A school for blind children laid the first blocks on its own street.

I A group of blind people asked the government for them in 1967.
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7 Good design should be obvious enough for everyone to notice it.

1 Good design tends to be forgotten once a good many years have passed.

7 Good design reaches those who need it and stays unnoticed by others.
T

Good design is usually borrowed from other countries and improved.
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