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On a clear night, the stars do not all look the same. Some look slightly blue, some look white,

and a few look orange or red. The difference is not distance. It is temperature.

Hot things glow. The hotter they get, the more of their light comes out at the blue end. A

cooler star sends out more red light, and a hotter star sends out more blue light.

This is the opposite of what many people expect. We call red "warm" and blue "cool" when we

talk about rooms and clothes. In the sky, the words point the wrong way.

You can see the same rule on the ground. The blue part of a gas flame is hotter than the
yellow part above it. Metal heated in a workshop turns red first, then orange, then white as it

gets hotter.

So look up once tonight and find a coloured star. You are not looking at a colour. You are

reading a temperature from a very long way off.
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