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Look above the door of your classroom and you will find a small green sign with a running
figure on it. It marks the way out. Green seems an odd choice for an emergency, since danger

is almost always red.

That is precisely why it is not red. Inside a building, red has already been given a job: fire
extinguishers are red, and so are alarms and hose reels. An exit sign in the same colour would

disappear into that group at the very moment you most needed to find it.

A second reason has to do with what a fire looks like. Smoke fills the air and the light shifts
towards red and orange, so a green sign stands out against the background rather than

blending into it. In dim light the eye also responds to green more readily than to red.

The running figure itself was designed in Japan and was later adopted as an international
standard. It carries no words, so it can be read by a visitor who speaks none of the local

language.

So look up on your way out today. You have walked under that sign for years without once

reading it, and it has been giving you directions the whole time.
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There are good reasons for making exit signs green.
In smoke, no sign of any colour can be seen.
Every country uses red to signal danger, without exception.

Exit signs would be easier o understand if they used words.
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Because red paint costs more to produce than green paint does.
Because red is used to mean danger in every country in the world.
Because a red sign stops reflecting light after dark.

Because red already belongs to the fire equipment inside.
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How easily a colour is seen has nothing to do with light.
In smoke and dim light, green is easier to notice than red.
Red shows up more clearly than green in smoke and dim light.

In smoke, green and red disappear in exactly the same way.
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Add a written explanation to the exit sign.
Look up at the sign above you on your way out today.
Learn to explain the sign to visitors from other countries.

Ask the school to replace the classroom sign with a red one.
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