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It shows the way out. Green is a strange choice, though. Danger is usually red.

Fire alarms are red. If the exit sign were red as well, it would be lost among them at the

moment you needed it most.

There is a second reason. In a fire the air fills with smoke, and the light around you turns red
and orange. Green stands out against that colour. In dim light, too, the human eye picks up

green more easily than red.

The running person was designed in Japan, and it later became an international standard. It

uses no words at all, so it works for anyone who walks in.

So look up on your way out today. You have passed under that sign for years without reading

it. It has been telling you where to go.

Look above the door of your classroom. There is a small green sign with a running person on it.

That is exactly the reason. Inside a building, red already has a job. Fire extinguishers are red.
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