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Look at a clock. The hands travel to the right; we call that clockwise. Why that way rather
than the other?

a sundial: a stick stands in the sun, and its shadow swings as the sun crosses the sky.

Here is the detail that decided everything afterwards. In the northern half of the world the
sun passes through the southern part of the sky, so the shadow of the stick travels from left
to right. The first mechanical clocks were built in that half of the world, and their makers

simply copied the movement that everyone already recognised.

South of the equator the shadow swings the other way. Had clocks been invented there,
"clockwise" would now mean the reverse of what it means today. A few shops in Australia sell

clocks that run the other way.

So when a rule looks natural, one question is worth putting to it. Was this chosen because it

was better, or does it simply happen to have come first?

The answer is older than clocks themselves. Long before machines, people read the hours from
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(1) What is the main point of this passage? [ &% - - %% | %z ()

7 The direction of clocks was inherited from northern shadows.

4 Sundials keep better time than machines do.

7 Clocks turn to the right because that direction is easiest to read.
I People south of the equator do not use clocks.

(2) In the northern half of the world, how does the shadow of a sundial move? ¥
( )

From right to left.
From left to right.
It does not move at all.

H 3 N

Straight downwards.

(3) What does the passage say about Australia? | % -8 | %z ( )

7 Sundials are no longer used anywhere there.
4 Every clock sold in that country runs the other way round.
7 A few shops there sell clocks that run the other way.

I Few people there can read an ordinary clock.

(4) What does the writer suggest? |B% -¥e7-&3%E | %z ( )

7 Replacing old rules with new ones whenever possible.
4 Asking whether a rule was chosen or merely came first.
*7  Building a sundial in order to check the story.

T

Travelling fo somewhere south of the equator to see for yourself.
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