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Look at a clock. The hands go to the right, and we call that direction clockwise. Why that way

and not the other?

The answer is older than clocks. Before clocks, people told the time with a sundial. A stick

stands in the sun, and its shadow moves as the sun moves across the sky.

Here is the part that matters. In the north half of the world, the sun passes through the
southern sky, so the shadow of the stick moves from left to right. The first mechanical clocks
were built in that half of the world, and they were made to copy the shadow people already

knew.

South of the equator, the shadow turns the other way. If clocks had been invented there,
"clockwise" would mean the opposite of what it means now. A few shops in Australia sell clocks

that run backwards, and people there find them easy to read.

So the next time a rule looks natural, try one question on it. Was it chosen, or did it just come

first?
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