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[1] Look at the world map on the classroom wall. On many of them, Greenland looks about the
size of Africa. In fact Africa is around fourteen times larger. The map is not broken, and

nobody made a mistake. Most people never notice, and there is no reason they should.

[2] The map you are looking at was probably drawn to keep angles correct. That was a
serious problem to solve. A sailor who draws a straight line on such a map can follow one
compass direction and arrive. For four hundred years this saved ships, and it is not a small

thing to have done.

[3] The cost appears somewhere else. The earth is a ball, and a sheet of paper is flat. You
cannot lay one on the other without stretching something. Every flat map is a compromise
before anyone draws a single line. If a map keeps angles right, it must stretch area, and the

stretching grows as you move away from the equator.

[4] Other maps make the opposite choice. Some keep area correct, so Africa looks as large as
it is, but shapes near the poles are pulled sideways and look strange. Some keep distance
correct from one point only. None of them is lying. Every map on every wall has given

something up.

[5] So the question is never which map is honest. No flat map can be. The question is which
distortion you can live with for the job you are doing, and whether the person who chose it told

you what they gave up.

[6] Find the map nearest to you and ask what it was made for. Then look at the countries near
the top and bottom edges. You are not looking for a lie. You are looking for a price that

somebody paid. Then decide whether that price suits you.
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