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[ 1] Think of the last occasion on which you sat down to study and could not. Very often the
obstacle was not the work itself. It was a television in the next room, a conversation carried
through a wall, or a road running past the window. You were not lazy. You were interrupted,

repeatedly, by something you had not agreed to.

[2] Some people genuinely do work well with sound around them. Music helps a great many
students, and a crowded cafe suits certain kinds of task better than an empty library does.
This is not a trick that those students are playing on themselves, and the research on the
point is far less tidy than either side likes to pretend. Different tasks require different

amounts of quiet.

[3] There is, however, a difference between sound you chose and sound that arrived without
asking. You can turn music off. You cannot turn off the road, and the road would not stop if it
knew you were working. The second kind removes your attention without consulting you, and it

removes it again every time you have finished gathering it back up.

[4] Here is the part that is easy to miss. Quiet is not distributed evenly. A student with a room
of their own has a supply of it. A student sharing a room with two younger brothers, beside a
main road, has almost none. Both of them are set the same homework, given the same number

of hours, and marked by the same standard.

[5] Quiet, then, is not a skill that some students possess and others lack. It behaves much
more like a thing you either have or do not have, in the way that a desk or a bicycle is a thing
you either have or do not have. Calling it concentration quietly moves the whole question from

what a student was given to what a student is.

[6] If you have a quiet hour, spend it on the work that most needs it, and notice that it was
given to you. If you have none, the useful question is not why you cannot concentrate. It is
where in this building an hour of quiet could be found, and who would have to agree. That is a

question that has an answer.
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7 It gives a detailed example of the idea in [1].
4 It states the writer's own claim for the first time.
7 It admits that the opposing view has a point.
I It tells the reader what to do from now on.
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7 The first sentence of [2]
4 The first sentence of [3]
7 The first sentence of [4]
I The first sentence of [5]
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(1) What does the writer say about studying with music? £z () 38
7 It suits a crowded cafe but never suits an empty library at all.
4 It helps a great many students, and is not a frick they play on themselves.
7 It works for every kind of task provided the volume is kept low.
I Itis chosen only by students who have no quiet room available.
(2) What is the difference between chosen and unchosen sound? B ( 35
7 Unchosen sound removes your attention without consulting you.
4 Unchosen sound is always louder than sound you have chosen.
7 Chosen sound stops being noticeable after a very short time.
I Unchosen sound occurs mainly during the evening and at night.
(3) What point is the writer making in paragraph [4]7? [B= -#ef- &38| %z () 35
7 That homework should be reduced for students living near roads.
4 That students with younger brothers tend to study harder than others.
7 That two students with unequal quiet are judged by the same standard.
I That families should not choose houses beside a main road.
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