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[1] Two pairs of shoes sit on the shelf. One costs three thousand yen and the other costs
twelve thousand. They look almost the same from a metre away, and you have three thousand

yen in your pocket. The decision appears to have been taken for you.

[2] Buying the cheaper pair is frequently the correct decision, and it is not an error that
anyone should be lectured about. If you have three thousand yen, then you have three
thousand yen, and a pair of shoes you can actually pay for today beats a better pair that you
cannot. Money you do not have is not an argument you can use in a shop. There are also
occasions when you need the shoes for a single season, and in that case the cheap pair is not

a compromise but the right answer.

[3] The difficulty begins when the cheap pair wears through in six months and you replace it,
and then replace it again. Four pairs at three thousand yen come to twelve thousand. Nobody
decided to spend twelve thousand yen. It happened in instalments. You have spent exactly

what the expensive pair would have cost, and you have nothing on your feet to show for it.

[4] Notice that the number on the label was answering a different question from the one you
were asking. It told you what leaves your pocket today. It said nothing about what the shoes
cost for every year you wear them, and it is that second figure you actually live with. Both
figures are true; they are answers to different questions, and only one of them was on the

label.

[5] None of this is an argument for always buying the expensive thing. The reasoning holds
only when two conditions are met: that the expensive item genuinely lasts longer, and that you
will still want it when it does. If either condition is uncertain, the cheap pair wins the

argument again.

[6] So before your next purchase of anything that is meant to last, do one small calculation.
Divide the price by the number of years you honestly expect to use it. It takes ten seconds,
and it answers the question you were really asking in the shop. Do it standing in the shop, not

on the way home.
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7 It gives a detailed example of the idea in [I].

4 It states the writer's own claim for the first time.

7 It admits that the opposing view has a point.

I It tells the reader what to do from now on.
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7 The first sentence of [2]
4 The first sentence of [3]

7 The first sentence of [4]
I The first sentence of [5]
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(1) When is the cheap pair described as the right answer rather than o compromise? %z 38
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When the shoes are needed for a single season only.
When the expensive pair has already been sold out.

When both pairs happen to look the same from a distance.

H 3 AN A~

When somebody else has recommended that particular shop.

(2) What question does the number on the label answer? sz () 348

7 How many years the item is expected to last in normal use.
4 What leaves your pocket today.
7 Which of the two items is the more popular with buyers.

I How much the shop paid for the item in the first place.

(3) Under what conditions does the writer’s reasoning hold? [B# -ei-%8®E | %z ( ) 35

7 Whenever the buyer can afford the more expensive item.
41 Whenever the two items look sufficiently similar to each other.
7 Only if the expensive item lasts longer and will still be wanted.
I Only if the cheap item has already worn through at least once.
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