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[1] Think of something you no longer do for yourself. Perhaps you no longer add a column of
figures on paper, or remember a phone number, or find your way through an unfamiliar city
without a screen in your hand. A machine does it instead, and in most cases it does it better
than you would. You have not forgotten how; you simply stopped, and stopping is not the same

as forgetting.

[2] None of this is a loss, and the point deserves to be made properly. Machines outperform
people at a great many tasks. They do not tire, they do not lose concentration in the third
hour, and they do not make the small slips that people make when they are bored. In aviation,
medicine and manufacturing, handing work fo machines has measurably reduced the number of

accidents, and nobody who has looked at the figures wants to reverse it.

[3] A skill you never exercise, however, does not simply wait for you. It decays. Nothing warns
you while it is happening, because nothing goes wrong while it is happening. That costs
nothing at all while the machine is working, which is almost always. The difficulty arrives at
the moment the machine stops, because that is precisely the moment the skill is wanted, and

by then it has been out of use for years.

[4] Airlines have thought about this longer than most industries. Autopilots fly a routine flight
more smoothly than any human being, so pilots use them, and should. But airlines also require
pilots to fly by hand at intervals when nothing whatever is wrong. That practice is not for the

ordinary day. It is held in reserve for the day that is not ordinary.

[5] The question, then, is not whether to use the machine. Obviously you should; refusing help
you have been offered is not a virtue. The question is which things you go on doing by hand
although you no longer need to, and whether you chose them deliberately or simply never

noticed them going.

[6] Choose one this week that would matter if you lost it, and do it the slow way once, at a
time when you are not in a hurry. You are not proving that the machine is wrong about

anything. You are keeping open a road back.
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7 It gives a detailed example of the idea in [I].

4 It states the writer's own claim for the first time.

7 It admits that the opposing view has a point.

I It tells the reader what to do from now on.
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7 The first sentence of [2]
4 The first sentence of [3]
7 The first sentence of [4]
I The first sentence of [5]
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(1) Why does the writer say machines outperform people? sz () 35

7 Because they can be repaired more cheaply than people can be trained.
4 Because they never tire and do not lose concentration.

7 Because they have been designed by the most careful engineers.

I Because they are able to work without any electricity at all.

(2) What happens to a skill that is never exercised? £x () 35

7 It stays exactly where it was until it is needed again.

4 It becomes easier to recover than it was to learn.

7 It returns of its own accord when the machine stops working.
I It decays, and the loss appears only when the machine stops.

(3) Why do airlines make pilots fly by hand when nothing is wrong? =z () 35
7 Because flying by hand uses noticeably less fuel on a long route.

4 Because autopilots are known to break down more often than expected.

7 Because the practice is held in reserve for the day that is not ordinary.

I Because passengers have asked for more human control of the aircraft.
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@) 1 A skill you never exercise, however, does not simply wait for you. @ however ##r 43R L,
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) 1 [2]E%% They do not tire, they do not lose concentration in the third hour,
) x [3]E&s% It decays / The difficulty arrives at the moment the machine stops.
3) ) [4]E&s% 1t is held in reserve for the day that is not ordinary.
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