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[ 1] Step outside tonight and look up. In the middle of a large city you may be able to count
ten stars, perhaps twenty. A century ago, people standing in the same street could see
several thousand. A great many children have now grown up without seeing the Milky Way,
and, since they have never seen it, they do not know that anything is missing. The stars have

not moved. We have changed what is between us and them.

[2] Before blaming the lights, we should be fair to them. Streets have to be lit. People walk
home after dark, buses run, and hospitals and factories work through the night. Nobody is
seriously asking a city to switch itself off. Light after sunset is not a mistake that we have

made; it is a service that we have built.

[3] The real question is not how much light a city uses, but which way that light is pointing. A
lamp that throws its beam sideways and upward is lighting the sky, and nobody lives in the
sky. That share of the light performs no task whatever, and it is precisely the share that

erases the stars.

[4] The sky is not the only thing affected. Many birds migrate at night and take their
direction from the sky above them. Sea turtles hatch on the beach and move toward the
brightest thing in sight, which, for a very long stretch of time, was the open sea. A bright road

behind them can send them the wrong way.

[5] Here is the part that surprises people. This form of pollution does not accumulate. Smoke
and plastic stay with us for years after we stop producing them; light does not. Change the
shape of the lamps in a town so that the beam points downward, and the stars are back over

that town on the same night. Very few environmental problems behave like that.

[6] That makes it an unusually easy problem to act on. Look at the lamp outside your own
door. If it is throwing light sideways, fit a cover above it or aim it at the ground. The path
below will be no darker than before, and the sky above it will be. It costs very little, and it

works on the first night.
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7 It gives a detailed example of the idea in [1].

4 It states the writer's own claim for the first time.

7 It admits that the opposing view has a point.

I It tells the reader what to do from now on.
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7 The first sentence of [2]
4 The first sentence of [3]
7 The first sentence of [4]
I The first sentence of [5]
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(1) What does the writer think the real question is? sz ()

7 How much light a city uses at night.
4 How much money a city spends on lamps.
7 Which direction the light is pointing.
I  Which colour of light is safest for drivers.

(2) What happens to sea turtles that have just hatched? 2 ()

7 They stay under the sand until sunrise.

4 They follow the stars in order to reach the sea.

7 They cannot hatch at all where there are lamps.

I They move toward the brightest thing they can see.

(3) Why does the writer call this problem unusually easy to act on? [B# -juer- %% | %z ()

7 Because the effect disappears as soon as the lamps are changed.
4 Because most cities have already replaced their lamps.

7 Because the damage is smaller than that of smoke or plastic.

I Because it costs nothing to turn a street light off.
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