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[1] Trains exist fo move people, so the measure of a train is how long the journey takes. If a
train reaches the city in forty minutes instead of sixty, that is twenty minutes returned to

every passenger, every morning.

[2] There is one well-known way to make a train faster: stop less often. Every stop costs time.
The train slows down, the doors open, it waits, and it starts again. Most of the people on

board are not getting off there.

[3] Faster trains also carry more people on the same track. Each train finishes its trip sooner

and comes back sooner. Speed is not only comfort. It is capacity.

[4] Some say that skipping stations is unfair to the people who live near them. But those
stations are not closed. The local train still stops there; the express simply passes through.

Nobody loses a station, and many people gain time.

[5] Others say that people will move further out and spend the saved minutes travelling

anyway. Perhaps. But that is a choice made with time they did not have before.

[6] So the rule is simple. Look at the timetable, remove the stops that few people use, and

give the minutes back.
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[1] The argument above measures the journey from the first platform to the last. That is not

where a journey begins or ends.

[2] Time starts at the front door. If the express does not stop at the nearest station, the
twenty minutes saved on the train are spent before boarding, in walking further or waiting for

a bus. The timetable is faster. The morning is not.

[3] And the small station does not stay as it was. When the fast trains take the track, the slow
ones are pushed into the gaps between them, and the wait grows. The station is still open. It

is only further away in time.

[4] Speed is worth having. But the number on the timetable is not the number a passenger

lives with.
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